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To take up his studies, Danish student Tygo had moved from

Copenhagen University to the German cities of Leipzig, Wittenberg
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and Rostock. There. he developed an interest in alchemy and
astronomv. He soon became a successful astronomer. In 1572, he

heerved the new star Cassiopeia and in 1574, he became a lecturer for astronomy in Copenhagen. Shortly after that,
he took up an invitation by Prussian Kaiser Friedrich 1l to set up the finest astronomical observatory of its time, the
Uraniborg,” on the island of Hven in the Sont near Copenhagen. From 1599 on, Brahe worked in Prague. In 1600, the
German astronomer Johannes Kepler joined him. Kepler calculated planetary orbits — basing his calculations on Brahe's

meticulous observations, which Brahe had performed without a telescope.

The Going of the Nose

Tyco Brahe's nose got lost, quite early, in a student fight. On December 10, 1566, Tycho and the Danish blue blood
Manderup Parsbjerg were guests at an engagement party at Prof. Bachmeister in R();stock. The party included a ball,
but the festive environment did not keep the two men from starting an argument that went on even o;'er the Christmas
period. On December 29, they finished the matter with a rapier duel. During the duel. which started at 7 p.m. in total
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Another Nose

Brahe later received at least one replacement nose for his first replacement
nose. We know this because when his body was exhumed, a light greenish
coloration on his front cranium was interpreted to be remains of a metal
mixture that included copper. The original replacement nose -the nose
that everybody had been looking forward to seeing - was, however, gone.
The thin metal had corroded, and the coffin made of zinc may have
speeded the corrosion process. -

Another Accident

Another accident ended even worse for Brahe. One day, he sent his pet
moose over to the castle of Landskrona, a city close to Hven, to entertain
a nobleman there. The moose was less interested in dinner conversation
than in the castle interiors, and gave itself a tour of the building. Since
the animal was completely drunk by that time - people had given the
moose too much beer to drink - it fell down the stairs, and broke one
leg. Shortly after, it died from the wound. (This incident was reported by
Gassendi in 1654; readers who take the trouble to look up its history will
be entertained or aghast, depending on their feelings about animal rights,
about the morality of anyone or anything drinking alcoholic beverages,

and about the ergonomic deficiencies of the period's architectural
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eyes. “This portrait is from a handcoloured print in A Side Note on Duels

the copies of Astronomiae Instauratae Mechanica  Bv the way, duels by rapier or pistol did not, er, die out in Germany until
that Tycho gave to noblemen of Europe. See that the nineteenth century, despite being severely forbidden by law. Even the
Tycho's right eye is bigger than his right eye after German Head of the State Bismarck, who took part in many duels as a
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student, in all seriousness asked the famous professor
of medicine Rudolf Virchow for a duel in 1865!
The two were political rivals, and Bismarck felt that
Virchow had disrespected him by accusing Bismarck
of not having read a report relating to the abolition of
the German naw. The men did not duel, and so were
able to go through life with noses intact.
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Figure 3: Brahe's cranium 300 years after his death.
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